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I, THE BREGIENING OF THE WAR

The outbresk of the war waa 80 unexzpesoted to the entirs country both in its

fermp and ita tempos, that the Avmy Ceommand and the loeal parsy and Joviet
suibhoritles were thrown into utter confusion and had ne time te geriouely plan
and orgenise ihe psople for the comling struggle behiad the enexy linea. The
panic was 80 great that sll the lacal leaders thought only of escapiang before

the Germans camo. OUnly in o gmall uumber of districts 4ld the Dletrict Committoes
cf the party, soting on their own laltlative, leave behind certain party members
Cur work in the rear of the enemy. Thees periy msmbers later established contactse
with ezoh other, and drawing & part of the populatien into the work, organized
Figating unitse. N

timilarly, & number of the local offices of the EEVD®) had not had timo to leave
tnolr agents behind. Howevar, even agents vho remained behind 4id met pley any
sotive role, but lived guietly through the occawpation, senfining themselves o
compiling blacklists of all perscra woo hed iz any measure cooperated with the
formang. But someiimee these sgents aldsd peeple who arrived from the other side
wi the front and helped them to con%act "rellabls patriote.”

{n the whele, the appesrense in the enemy's roar of numerous armed peasant groups
curing the sarly moenths of the war wae a pvrely spentancous pheuncmenon. Nany of
these groups, moreover, wore little more than simple bendii gungs. Basleslly,
$he groups conslisted of young pemeants, soldiecrs vhe sscapsed into the forest
aTher thelr wniis wore surrcunded, and alsc of peeple who zav sn opportunity for
looting end enrichment in the pravailing cheos. Only unite which ware Joimed hy
the looal intellsctuals, euch as school tsachers and sgronemisis, engaged in
etruggle against the enesy by means of diversionary acts, sabotage and terroriam.
They obtained arms from the reiveating army, ut thoss arus were very primitive
end ugeful only for emall-scals attacks on houses where the Gormaprs engaged in
drinking bouts, on smsll siorshousss and on Germen soldiers who hed accidentally
etrayed from thelir units. All these scts were conducted by the guverrilias

cn their o, without any lesderchip and without coordinmation between the

®) The present Minisiry of the Interior was known as the HEVD up to March, 1946,
Both designations are used in this repertc
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various detachments. There wers even cases when the detachments, meeting
in the forests, open fire upon each other, suspecting a trap on the part
of the Germans. .

Deppite the noisy propaganda in the press, the government did not regard
these patriots in the onemy's rear as a sericus force, especially since
it had no contact with them end therefore could not direct their activi-
tlas, However, this spontansous reeistance movement convinced the govsrn-
ment that there were people on the other side of the fighting lines who
might be of considerdble valus in the fight against the Gersans and whe
might help in diversionary activity and in deatroying enemy communicatlons

. 4f they were contacted end directed through trusted sgents. By this time

the command decided to send a large mumber of loyal persons as diversionists
for the demolition of those bridges and strategic points which the retreat~
ing army had mot had time to blow up and which were mow proving of great
velue to the Germans as mesans of communication with thelr distant bases,

It wes also declded to use the detachments active in the rear to help these
diversionists in their work, ’

Toward the end of July and in August, 1941, a call for volunteers went out

to the Comsomol youth in the wer factories and schools. The voluntears

weres to be sent to districts under German occupation for dynamiting and
terrorist work. Farty and Comsomol cells were instructed to leunch an in-
tensive propaganda campaign and arouse patriotism in order to attract the
largest poasible number of volunteers. And thelir number was great indsed.

In the Dzerghinsky district alone (thers sre 22 such districte in Moscow)
1100 volunteers registered in response to the call, and the totel for Hoscow
excosded 10 thousand. 411 the volunteers were members of the party and the
Comsomol, between the sges of 18 end 28, with at least 7 years of elementary
school education. They regarded thie dangerous work as something interesting
and rowmantic, and many were also prompted by preference for diversionis® work
to service at the front, to which they were subject in any case in vievw of
their age and which ssemed to them much more dangerous,

A1l the registrants were carefully screensd by organs of the NKVD, which
questicnad each applicant about his entire family, his poronis' occupations
before the revolution, the possible existence of relatives abroad, and so
forth. The answers were then checked with the files of the NKVD, and only
one tenth of the regletranta was accepted for scoret assignments, while the
rest wers told to await the second call. . :

The author of the present report kmows of only two schools in exietence at
that time In lloscows a school for scoute, and a schocl for diversionisis.
Both were under the jurisdiction of NKVD departments and were under me;riial
Yaw, Thess schools were located in the "Dynsme" Stadium, on the Lenimgrad
highway, in the Petrovsk Park, which belongs to the liinistry of the Interier
and which was closed to public sports from the first days of the war. There
the volunteers, selected according to their political reliability, wera sub~
Jected to thorough medical examination. The physical requiremsnts were very
high; in addition to native physical endowments, they included athletic train~
ing, sndurance and tenacity. These requirenients were anewered most clneely by
profescionel athletes, as well ae the students of specisl sport instituies and
technical schools. Consequantly, the athletes comprised 25~28% of the iotal
number of persons selected for training at the schools, o

Applicants who passed the modical tests were given military uniforms and as-
signed to dormitories and school auditoriums set up for them on the stadium
grounds, They were divided into sections and platoons, designated as com-
munications sections, scout platoons, dynamiting companies, and so forth, -
according to their tasks. The 300-hour training program (30 school days of
ten hours each) were devoted to the following atudiss: a) topography and
orientation by the compass and netural tokems; b) radio communication; o)
explosives and their uses in diversion; 4) military intelligence and esplonsge,
and the system of their organization in ths rear; e) weapons and their use;

f) eryptography and codes; g) signalling by bird~songs; h) current eveuts and
the political character of the rear. These subjects were taught by professors
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of the regular military schools of the linistry of the Interlor and certain
gpecialists from the Military Academies. Since in selecting the students
preference was given to persons with high-school or college education, the
program consisted of brief courses in theory and subsequent emphasis on
practice.

FEvery morning all students were put through intensive physical training: run-
ning, jumping, grenade-throwing, overcoming obstacles ond weight-1ifting. Thess
were followed by breskfast. Then four hours of uninterrupted theoretical
studies, After lunch the students cngaged in practical etudies in orientation
and topography, camouflage, organization of diversions and other subjecis.

For this they took trips to the country, where there wers natural objectives, .
and learnt their subjects by practice under the guldance of the instructors.
On their return, they wers again asserbled in the suditorium, whers they were
given lectures in current events, taught how to select the peopls they could
depend on behind the German lines and how to judge the degree of their trust-
vorthineas, In the evenings they studied radio.

Thirty days proved insuffielent for the entire program, and ths term was ex-
tended by another 12 days. After they mastered their subjects, the students
waere given a short course in parachute jumping and were dropped twe or three
times from the training planes. The final examinations were held before high-
ranking members of the liinistry of the Interior, and the graduation cersmeny
was attended by the 2nd Secretary of the loscow Party Organlixation, Popov, whe
dslivered e long sposch which was meant to inspire the future diversionists to
self-sacrificing work for party and people...

The next step was the formation of detachments. The commanders appointed te
lsad them were communists of long party experience and irreproacheble past,

who had distinguished themsmelves in their work by initiative, courage, and
loyalty to the party. Inasmuch as the basic tasks of these detachments con-
sisted of diversion and reconnnissance, it was preferred that the commender

bs a person with technicel training or a specialist in military-esplonage re-
connaiesence, sccording to the alms with which the detachments were being sent
to the rear. As a rule, they were sleo volunteers who reguested the Central
Committes of the Party in lioscow to assign them to this type of service. After
a careful checking of thelr records by the NKVD, the entire material on them
was sent to the Central Committee of the Party, which finally approved each
detachment commander and assigned him to a district of operations, The peilti~
cel commissars for the detachments were chosen freon among party and Soviet
leaders vwho had menaged to escepe from the districte they dirscted befors the
«ecupation and who were thoroughly familiar with the terrain of the area whore
the detachment was being sent and with the local people with whom they would
have to deal. In addition to these, the posts of commissar were given to party
workers of the lUoscow organizational apparatus who had served bafore the vwar as
instructors, propagandista, lecturers, and who had wide party experience and an
unblemished past. The detachment commander and the commlasar selected their
people in tho school, having come to know them during the month and a half of
com:on study and choosing those who, they felt, satisfied the all-round reguire-
ments. '

The detachments consisted of 40 to 80 psople; these were divided into a commmi~
cations section, a scout squad, a mine-layers' and dynamiters' squad, a sharp-
shooters' squad, and a quartermaster. The command consisted of 3 «r 4 persons;
the commander, the commimsar, and the chief of staff. Thus, for instance, the
detachment under the engineer Lynkov, who became lmown among the partisans as
"Batya" ("Daddy") and later became femous throughout Russiz and was awarded the
Order of Hero of the Soviet Union, consisted of 54 persons; 16 radio men, 2
nurses~radio operators, 5 scouts, 12 spscialists-dynamiters, 1 quartermaster,
and the rest - privates. Of the latter, 12 were professional athletes and for-
mer members of sports organizations or students of sports schools. Each group
of this detachmant formed a sectlion or squad, vhich was led by a group-commander
subject to the detachment commander. v

Practically all the detachments were transported to the German rear in September
and the beginning of October, 1941. They wore transported by the Division of
long-range bombere TB-3, which were also loaded with explesives, arms, radie-
spparatus, instruments, smmunition, canned foods, medical supplies, ete. Thus,
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Lynkov's dotachment was transportad by 7,plm‘ma‘w1th a total carrying capscity
of 20 tons, C

III.

The most suitable points for partisan activity are forested areas vhere it is
both easy to hide and to set up entire 4iving camps. The landings were there-
fore made in such areas, including the Bryansk forests, the Bakhmaech district,
Sumy, Zhitomir, Shepetovka. In addition, these points wers sltusted near
strategic communication lines and important railroad junctions through which
passed a large part of the German treop and ammunition transports. About 50%
of all the diversionists were dropped in the ares of the Bryansk forssts, from
where they subsequently made their wey to thelr assigned points.

That were the assignments mst before these detachments? Their first task was -
to £ind in these aress the people who had been left behind by the commnist
organizations for underground work, to establish lisison with them, and with
their aid to find loyel patriots willing to launch a struggle against the Ger-
man occupants. Where no people had bean left by the organisation, the detach-
ment commanders were advised to contact the chairmen of the kolkhoses or village
soviets, village communists, teachers, young sgronomists graduated from Sovist
institutes, and kolkhogz activists, However, they were to confine their contaots
only to party members. There were many such party members left in the villages,
and the Germans did not molest them up to the day of their retreat, It is true
that many communists began to ardently collaborate with the Germans, soms to
save their skine, others for political considerations; the new arrivals there-
fore had to be careful in approaching even these people, and to reveal them-
sslves only after carefully checking their trustworthiness, The checked and se-
lected people were to be added to the detachment and aleo utilized for esplonage
and intelligence. As spies it was recommended to usge young girls who studied in
the ten-year schools or worked in the district goverament bureaus. Only members
of thg Comsomol were to bs usaed in this work, Their task was to maintain friend-
ships with Russians who went into German service and with Germans themsclves,
from whom they wers to obtain information as to the plans of the local garrison
units; they were also charged with watehing the roads over which passed the Ger-
men mobile units, to strike up friendships with Cerwan soldiers billeted nearby
and obtain all svailable information from them.

After the detachment sugmentod its ranks from among the local pepulation and
created a network of sples and scouts, it vmes ready to start actlon. But the
first requirement was the maintenance of liaison with the front and with the
center of diversionist work in Moscow, which was later transformed into the
Staff of the partisan movement. The instructions weré that the center was to

be informed of all actions, all succeases and failures of the detachment and all
plans, and that no action wes to be underteken without previous approval from
the center, [loreover, all data obtalned by the agents concerning troop movements
and armament wers to be immediately relayed to the staff of the front sector

where 1t took place. :

Moscow generally needed information on whai was taking place behind the enemy
lines, for without such lknowledge it was diffiecult to make any stretegic plans.
The commanders were also ordered to report about all the groups and detachments
active in the rear, so that the center might be able to fill the numerous blank
spots on its maps. Such blank spots abounded up to 1943, end frequently people
sent from the centsr to these areas found whole armed detachments which they mis-
took for groups of German provocateurs and from which they fled. For instance,
the diversionist Zebelov, sent to the Bakhmach district in 1942, was told that

" he would find there only armed enemies, and no frisnds; in reality, several par-

tisan detachments were operating there, freguently attacking the Germens.

The objectives of diversionist activity included railroad bridges, stations,
Junctions, traffic bridges over rivers, armes and anmunition depots, troocp bar-
racka, officers’ clubs, motion picture theatres, single automobiles, etz. In
actions endangering the 1ife of the dynamiter himself, it was recommended that

a local person be used, so that the group sent from the center might be preserved
intact.
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Boeides military strategie tasks, thers were also i)olitli.eal ones., It wasz necess--
ary to iasti) in the population faith that the Red irny would soon return to those
arzas, that the Soviet Governwment weza still strong and capeble of winning the war,

Those who had lost this faith and entered into collaboration with the enemy wers

to be ruthleesly punishad, preforably hanged in the villages as an example to
others who had not yet gone into German service.

The final paregraph of the instructions stated that it was impossible to foresse
811 conditions under vhich the detachments would have to work; that new, unax-
pected objectives might be discovered on the spot, and that euoh situations
called for initiative, courage, decision and readiness te sacrifice &ll for the
fatherland. Incidentally, in order to make surs of such loyslty and sacrificiel
zeal, each detachment was assigned 3 or 4 agents who remained unknown even to the
commander; these agents were instructed to quietly eliminate all who daviated
from the required standards,

Finally, the diversionists were landed, And here suddsnly everything proved un-
expocted and fraught with difficulty. For moat of the detachments were dropped
vithin a radius of 150-200 kilometers from their objectivea. Those who were te
be dropped over Bakhmsch found themselves near Bryanek.., The landing operations
were. conducted at night, when the pilots could mot correct their course by the
lay of the land but had to make their computations blindly, by their instrumsnte,
As a result of the pilot’s error by 2 degress, the detechment commander Lynkev
found himself 100 km, from his objective, uttsrly elone; it took him six months
to apsenble a part of his detschment and set to work.

In addition to this initial difficulty, the entire occupied torritory proved- full
of surprises. There was probably no other country under German occupation which
liad such chaca, treason, collaboration with the enemy, so many different trends
and groupings as existed in Russia and especially in the Ukraine, There were the
followers of Benderov and of Vlassov, natlonelists, Ukrainian ssparatists, cossaeck
patriots, plain bandits, and o on. It would require = separate report to analyse
all the movements and trends among the Russian population in occupied arsas

the war yeare in order to ses how absurd are the assertions of the Soviet leaders
that the country is a monolithic union of all nationalities. As a result of the
war, 5 republics have been liquidated (only 3 were mentioned in the official press),
over 358 of the population of the other republics which hed bsen under occupation
had besn deported to Siberia, and numberless traitors have been shot in mapes axe-
cutlons. The present author, who moved westward with the army, saw with his own
eyes the punishment meted out to the Ukrainisn population by NKVD troops, NKVB
units followed the advancing front and, breaking into each populated point, hanged
the leaders and carried out mass arrests of all who wers in any measure involved
in collaborationist activity., In the winter of 1944-1945 the jJails of the Ukrains
vers bursting with prisoners, who had to be sent to Siberia on foot, vithottt shoes,
goaded by the constant blows of rifle-butts,

It was necessary to mention these fects in order to meke clear the sctual situs-
4don 1n which the diversionists found themsslves upon being dropped from the

planes. Vandering in the forest in search of his comredes, division commarnder
Lynkov had. several times stumbled upon forest partisans who took him either for

a German provocateur or for an agent of the NKVD. Onco he met two members of 4 .
detachment of "okrushentzi® (soldiers of armies which had been surrounded by

German troops and had scattered in the forest to escape capture). Learning that
they were former Red Army soldlers, he was overjoyed and asked their help in
carrying out his mission., But the soldiers. nearly killed him when they heard | =
that he had just arrived from Loscow, declaring that they occupied themselves | ——L

with brigandage and had no intention to defend the bankript government. =5

In the sams forest there wae anothér detachment, whose aims were closer to those o
of Lynkov, then he met them, they did not belicve that he hed been sent by loscow, -
whioh, in their opinion, had no time Just then to think of such distant places in
the rear. To test his identity, they esked him what was Stalin's birthplace. :He
named a elty in the Caucasus, but one of the soldiers declared that Stalin was bora
in Gorky, near loscow. Again he wms about to be shot, but vas able to escupe onee .
wore. And only when he began a search in the villages for former activists from .
the party cells, did he find people who beliaved his documents and catha, Thage
pecple helped him to find his comrades, and Lynkov begen to carry out his diver- & .
wlanary activities. He chose villages situated in a remote ares adjoining the -
forest, whers no Germans hed as yet set foot, announced the mobilisation of all
aen of military age, divided them into sections and equada, and doclared that =~
henceforth they would be regarded as partisan-miliatiamen called up to fight the
Germans., Soon afterwards, when the detachment incroased to 200 men, they set to
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work. They attacked the district center, blew up small bridges, broke into
stations and dynamited entirs ammunition trains, attacked village police sta-
tions and killed the police "traitors" (during the occupation all police unite
consisted of Ruseians). \

lost of the detachments underwent similer experientes, and they were all o~
ganised in the rear in the same mamner, Hany of the groups, failing to amsem-
ble their own members, joined other detachments. The largest partisan units,
under Kowpak, who was twice decorated with the Order of Hero of the Soviet
Union and later raised to the rank of Major Genersl, absorbed thes grsatest num-
bar of such groups. Kovpak himself, vho had orgsnized his detachment on his
own initlative during the very first months of the war, evinced great abilities
in organigation and leadership of men and showed himself to be a cumning and
couragoous guerrille. His fame soon reached Hoscow, which bsgan to send him
many people trained in special scheols, as well as ammunition and other supplies
nesded in his work.

These large detachments were svon given more important essignments. In 1942
Stalin himself received some commanders of partisan detachments snd set them
various tasks. Kovpak was ordered to mmke a rald on the right bank of the
Dnieper and there try to disorganize the whole German rear. Others were in-
structed to remain pear the front and directly aid the fighting Red Arnmy by
tieans of diversions hampering the transport of ammunition and men for the Gar-
man Army. However, this took place in 1942, when the partisan movements was
brought under the furisdiction of a special central staff which direoted all
the schools and the men behind the Germen 1ines. But more of this later.

The NKVD retained its own epy system and its own diversionists, who formed ne de~
tachments, but acted with espscial secrecy and by thenselves, reporting only te
Hozcow, It alao retained jurisdiction over the serles of schools which trained
these diversionists. One of these schools, which ie of special interest, was the
school for womsn scouts,

Iv. HOMEN SCOUTS.

In the winter of 1942 the author took part in trensporting by air a largs groeup
of young women, vho were being sent to the enemy's rear for esplonage and intelli-
gence vork. A large shipment of automatic parachutes arrived at the airfield
vhere our unit was stationsd, and soon afterwards the girls arrived by train,
After one or two training jumps from low heights, they were taken to the Gersan
rear. They wers divided into small groups of 5 or 6, under thé leadership of
experienced NKVD workers. From talks with these girls we learnt that they were
recruited in July or August, 1941, from schools and war factories, They wers all
menbers of the Comsomol, came from working-class familfes, and distinguiched them«
gelves by their discipline and loyalty to the Soviet Government. All those se-
lected had excellent regommendations from their party or Comzomol cella, mnd ware
admitted to: the school for scouts after careful screening by the NEVD end the medi-
conmission, There were several such schools in loscow, and. they were housed
n the bulldings of the regular high-schools, a number of which were closed te
Yheir former students and placed at the disposal of the Vdr Linistey and the NKVD,
{a the conversation, the girls mentioned the 73rd and the 14lat Schools in Hoscow,

in the reconneissance schools the. girls were put through s 3-months' course of
study; the curriculum included Germam, radio and communication, codes, weaponm,
(revolver and grenade) and their use, military documents and their .significance,
current events and athlotic exercises, They were taught by professors from the
special NRVD schools and mome specialists in radic-commmiecation from the Hilitakry
Acadeny and the Intelligence Divieion of the General Staff, :

On graduating, all students gave their solemn oath and signature to reveal nothing
of what they had been taught at the school and to faithfully perform all tasks set
before them. To further gusrantee their loyalty, hostages remained in Hoscow in
the persons of their parente and relatives. These scouts were droppsd over the
districts of Rshev, Velikiye Luki, Smolensk, Kurak, Belgorod, Kharkov, etc. They
were to work in the Germen officers' clubs and restaurants, end some of them were
to enter the German brothels; the latter were digtinguished by beauty and gay tem-
peramonts. They showed littls galety, however, after they were landed, and on
meeting one of them in Moscow in 1944 the author learnt thet more than half of
them wore caught by the Germans and perished, Some of them lost their courages and
were eliminated (shot) by their own sgents, and only 25-30% managed to establish
contacts with Germans and obtain some information. As a rule, they became the
nistresses of commandants, rear officers, club managors, etc., and acted through

them. Of the six ed by our nly e return Kllled in
o= AonrosadEar RomoPPod BT s PLene ouby (R Seturneds ops. wae
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the fall, one was captured by.the Germans, one was shot by the representative of
the NXVD (she had been raped by the Germans, became insane and began to "talk");
one was killed by the Germans during the retreat, then the head of the group was
caught, and only one lived to return,

One of the girls from the sams soﬁool, _nicknamed "Halina", killed the commandant

‘over the antire Byelorussia; she cut off his head end brought it in a sack to the -

partisans. To avenge this act, the Germans ashot 15,000 inhabitents of the eity

. of liinsk, and therefore *Balina".received no revards or honors for a long time.
“Aftorwards the Gormans raised a noisy campaign concerning the Soviet poliey of
'sending young girls as spies iInto Brothels, and the policy was apparently diseon-

tinued,

In the beginning of 1942, the gaps in the map of the German rear rapidly began to
£111 up. The parachutists sent to thess areas rodlioed the results of theilr ra
connaissance which indicated that approximately 1200 guerrilla detechmenta were
active behind the enemy lines (this figure is taken from the reminiscences of one
of the scouts)., This convinced the government of the necessity to sariously wti-
lige these detachments by sending them experienced and relisble people who would
asoume leadership and direct their activities in the required chaunels. By this
time, Stalin elgned an order croating a Central Staff of the Partissn movensnt,
Harshal Voroshilov was appointed Commander in Chief, and Ponomarenko (leader of
the Byeloruseian Communists) was nemed Chief of Stas « They wers placed in charge
of the partisan detachments and the schools which were t$raining new contingents’

"~ of reinforcements. All detachments which had radios and maintained conmamication

uith tiomeow wers glven new ciphers and codes, which were henceforth to be used 1n
ordsras from the center and in reports that the partisans were to send daily to the
staf? headquarters regarding their work, The staff alao began to amsign the de-
tachments varions operational tasks ooordinated with the needs of the fronte. To
éssist in the exeeution of these missions the staff sent the partisans azmunition,
explosives, arme, men, clothing and food. Different detachments pooled their
energies to building landing strips in the flelds for the heavily loaded "Douglases®
which brought supplies from Liescow and too) back the wounded end the various docu~
ments captured from the Germans, ’

The work of the detachments was becoming more organized and effective. Their chief
objactives ware railread lines, junctions and bridges. The Bryansk railroad junc-
tion elone was the scene of 2 concentration of 80 detachments organized into a
single partisan center. Each detachment, however, had a strictly defined "sphare
of influence", in which it blew up entire transports of supplies and German troeps.
The Germans perfected the technique of rebuilding blasted lines, bringing the re-
pair time dom %o 8 or 10 hours, but they never succseded in organlzing any eff'ag-
tire method of fighting the diversionists. The latter wers scattered and camou-
fliged in the impenetrable depths of the Bryansk forasts, whence they Gispatched

at night small groups of men to different sections of the railrosd, and vhence they
could not be driven out by any "combing® of the forest. And the larger detachments,
such as Lynkov's, which then counted more than 250 persons, acted in squads of five,
which were sent far from their bass for long periods, and with which infrequent con-
tast wes maintained, mainly for the purposé of supplying them with axplosives.

In eddition to these detachments, thers appoared new groupz of diversionists, or-
ganiged by the commands of the wvarious fronte on their own initiative., These ware
elther left bhehind in the retreat or carried across the front lines by planes-

liost of the members of these groups were scouts vho had undergone & ten-day train-
ing course before being sent to the rear. This courge dealt with only one subjects
military intelligence and diversion in the rear, Thus, in June 1942, in the region
of the Bryansk forests, on the "small land" s 120170 km. in ares and belonging to
partisans, thers landed the group of Hajor Virshigora, who subsequently took aver
command of Kovpak's legendary division. The group was sent by the Bryansk front
for purposes of reconnaissance and diversion. The instructions read to them befors
they wers sent off to tha enemy’s rear warned them to refrain from all oontacta
with the population and not to reveal themselves, since the ares swarmed with
traitors. This group had its own agents, who kept watch 24 hours e day at the ap-
proaches to railroad stations and roported to the front intelligence on all paseing
transports. Not hawing suffieient strongth for an attack upon the station, they
demolished all the approaches to it, oreating a tie-up, then radioed back for plgnes,
Virshigorats group conslsted of a company of secouts and two women radio operaters;
in August, 1942, they all joined Kowpak's detachment,
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This experience was shared by other groupes dropped behind tha German lines by the
Russian fronts. Only a small percentage made their way back to their units across
the froat limes, and the rest joined variqus guerrille detachments.

In the middle of the summer of 1942 lioscow decided to send a large detachment far
into the rear - to the right bank of the Dnieper, where thers was relatively little
resistance to the Germans and where many had begun te accept the occupation and
collaborate with the eneuy, :

The Commanders of the large detachments were called to a conference in loscow, In
addition to the legsndery Kovpak, thers came Saburov - the hero of the Bryansk
forgsts, Smelyutin - commander of a 650-man detachment, Duka, Pokroveky and others.
They were generously rewarded, showered with gifts and received by Stalin hingalf,
He encouraged them, thanked them for their valusble help, and then bsgan to dis-
cuss new tagks. The large detachments wers advised to continue their work in the
sans spirit, expanding into districts further weat,, But Kovpak's detachment was
oxdarsd to make a largs-scale raid on the right boundary of the Ukraine, to cap-
tuPs 4 part of Weatern Ukreine and reach the Carpathians, By this time Kovpak's
datachment, 5000 strong, consisted of 4 subdivisions of 8 companies each, with
scout squads, miners' sactions, and a quarterzaster corps, The first battelion
alsd had a sapper platoon and a radio-junction,

In September this large’ military unit started out, and in November it made a foreed
march across the Dnieper, The appearance of this division was so sudden and effec-
tive, that the population began to talk about a break-through of the front by the
Red Army, and some people broke into panie flight. Wherever the detachmuent passed,
1% looted German depots and distributed the food to the populetion, hanged all police
and all Ukrainisn traitors, and did everything possille to win over the psople -~
such was Stalin's order. It aleo destroyed numerous comrunicstions and Junctions,

"The most brillient operation was its smashing of the Sarne Cross (a Junction of

mony railroads and highways connecting with Kiev, Rowno, Baramovichi, ete.); around
the oity of Sarma 1tself, the detachment blew up all the bridgee and large sections
of ths roads. Small groups detailed by the detachment put on police armbands » broke
into villages and killed all traitors. Hany of the Russian mayors appointed by the

_ Gormans came of their omn vill, pleeding their guilt and offering their services;

scnme of them wers hanged and some, thoroughly intimidated, wers left in their places.
But by this time, at the beginning of 1943, the Germans had devsloped the policy of
usling Russisns for fighting in the rear. They assembled volunteers from the prisoner-
of-war camps for cossack detachments to do garrison duty in the rear. Thore proved
to bs a great numbsr of wvolunteers (most of them bitter encmies of the Soviet Govern~
#rnt), and they distinguished themselves by unbelievable eruelty to the partissns

who disturbed thelr current prosperous end fres existence. The volunteers included
middle-rank officers who had graduated from Soviet schools, loscow workers, cossacks,
angd many of the various nationals who had served in the Ked Army and veluntarily
doserted to the German side,

Kovpak's .detachment launchéd a Tight %o the death against these volunteer divisions,
but the latter were too numerocus and fought mo stubbornly that the partigans did
not suecesd in destroying them and hed to cirele around then in order to proceed,
In addition to open flghtd, the guerrilles sent to these cosgacks girl-spies en-
1listed adong the local population. These girls lured them to drinking parties,
vhers they were ceught by the partissns, The partisans also used otber tried
metaods; they atole into the eneny's offices end heedquarters, planted delayed-
action mines, and soon both the building and the people in it were blown to bitas,

In one instence, they blow up a "Labor Bureau" which wes recruiting the local work-
ing population for deportation to Germany snd which was guarded by cossack units.

In other districts the detachment encountered new Gestapo tricks. On learnirg of
the advent of the partisans, the local Gestapo and rolice officers dlemissed all
Ruggian employees vho had become known for especial cruelty in dealing with the
resalcitrant population, announcing the dismissals as an act ailmed to benefit the
population. However, the dismimsed men, armed by the police, organized gange and
began to hang and massacre all vho fell into thelr hands. . Vthen the population be-
gen to couplain agaiust these atrocities, the German authorities said that they
would gladly help, but they hed no troops for the purpose. If the population,
they added, would take up arms against these various bandits and partisans, then
there might de some peace in their district. And the population took up arms and
opened a war on the partisans and the bandits. Xovpak's detachment lost nany
peorle in these battles until he succesded in convineling the population of the
difference between his men and the bendite. )
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_Gonui'ally, the detachment encountered u great nuzber of surprises, traps and pro-

vocations on the part of the Gestapo., But despite these, the raid was successful.
The partisans blew up many bridges, dectroyed many communicatien Junctions, killed
bhundreds of Germane, and disrupted numerous telephone and telegraph linea. They
2leo obtained wuch valuable information whioh vwas immediately transmitted, over
the radio or through liaison planes, to loscow and the various fromt-line staff
beadquarters. Thus, Kovpek's partisans downed the plane which carried 21l the

operational resumes end the plams of the headquartsrs of Kleist's arny. These

documents were relayed to Loseow, which found them very valuable and generously
rowarded the partisans for this fest.

Kovpek's raid was important in other respscts as well. In almost all the districts
paszed by the dotachment there sprang up new partisan units which began to fight
the Germans., The raid also restorsd faith-in the return of the Soviet Governmant.

The detachment subsequontly procecded to-the Western Ukraine and Poland, reaching
as far as larsaw, It was reconstituted into & large military division, equipped
with artillery and several tanks, and maintaining a permanent contact with Uoscow,
which continually supplied it with ammunition., In addition to ammunition and sup-
Pllies, Kovpak's army was given a special representative from the Central Committes
of the Party, Syromolotov, whose position wes equivalent to that of a member of
the Uilitary Soviet of the Front ~ the highest-ranking party commissar.

The other detachmsnte, most of which remained in their native districts, also ex-
panded every year, Their functions multiplied as their membership grew, and some-
times they took part in regular front operations; they preparsd air fields for the
landing of large divisions of the Red Army,blockaded whole districts, and gave
direct aid to the fronts. The smaller detachments continued their work of diversion,
blewing up traine, and so forth, C. .

vIi.

The war lias yieclded a vast store of experience with regerd to various forus of par=
t1san struggle, methods of organizing partisan units, and systems of preparation
and training. This experiencé was carefully and constantly studied by the Soviet
Comsand, and the question of possible utilisation of partisan warfare in s future
var will be decided - has probably been decided already - on the basis of th:gfs, study.
The principal question here is the relative value of the two basic types of par-
tigsan organigation and the poseible uss of both or the preference of one over the
other. One of these types is the partisan unit vhich sprang up more or less :
spontaneously ag an expression af popular resistance snd was later gradually brought
under the direction of the Red Army Command, The other type is represented b{hthe
detachments which were thoroughly trained beforehand and which operated fiom the
very first under instructions from the center. The problem involves not only the
relative usefulness of these types of partisan detachments, but also the accohpany-
ing conditions and results of their activity, In this respect, the partisan units

- of the former type have not proven desirable in every respect, for they creatsd

much friction and even disorders, perticularly during the winding-up of their
operations,.

To the partisans themsslves the end of the war and generally the end of their ac-
tivities brought many disappointments and arcused much discontent, As soon as the
Red Army entered a new district, where the partisans had hitherto been active o the
latter were immediately required to surrender their arms and either enter the régu~
lar aray or go to work in the kolkhoxes. But more than 3 years of life in the'
forests, where they had besn sntirely on their own and done prastically whataver
they pleased, bred in the partisans a certain independence and unruliness. The
Soviet Government, which had always fought these qualities ¢ began to combat them
in the partisans as well. :

Thus, in the spring of 1944, after the liberation of the Leningrad region, all par-
ticans who operated in the area behind the enemy lines were callasd to a conference
in Leningrad. The resulting spectacls was rather curlous and quite unpleasant both
to the government and the population. The city was invaded by arhed tramps who had
aecquired a taste for looting, murder, and all sorts of lawlessness. They were
dressed in the motley uniforms and costumes of aesorted European and Soviet armies.
Having listened to the high-flown speeches of the regional leaders, they asked what
rovards they would receive for their deeds and how they would now live. Thsy were
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told that it was still necessary to finish off the enemy on his own territory and
then begin to rebuild their homeland.

Relther answer was very satisfactory to the pertisans. Emerging into the street,
they broke into the newly opened commercial storss in which the best wares wers
gathered and began to loot. First of all they made for the alcoholic drinke,
After a day of drinking, they turned in the evening to robbing the civilian popu~
lation. They held up passers-by and took their coats and watches, rapsd women,
transforned small restaurants into places of riotous orgy. For two days the entire
city was in a state of total chaos. The residents were afraid to set feot in the
streets, the police hid in the barracks, the stores that escaped looting remained
tlosed. It was not until the morning of the third day that an NKVD division,
called up from its garrison, managed to curb the partisans and drive then out of
the city after carefully diearming them, The ringleaders paid for the riet =ik
their lives,

Evon greater and longer-lasting a.na.rchy‘wns created by the partisans in the Urreine,
Learning what the returned government intended to do with thew, they prefsrrec to
remain in the forests and continue their lawless existence. Up to the end of 1945,
the forests of the Ukraine swarmed with partisans, and the NKVD wes forced to carry
on slmost the same struggle agminst them as had been waged by the Cermans.

After this experience, 1t is hardly 1ikely that in a future war Moscow would again
be willing to set up an extensive network of partisan detachments out of the local
papuiatiun; But there is no doubt that even in peace-time the government will ex-
pand ite system of partisan schocls for the youth of the urban centers and increase
the number of specially trained diversionists, who remained throughout fully sub-
ordinate to their leaders and showed irreproachable discipline,

a.nda
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